The audiogenic startle reflex in Tourette's syndrome.
The motor response pattern of the audiogenic startle reflex was studied in 15 Tourette's syndrome (TS) patients and 15 normal, age-matched control subjects, using auditory stimuli at 88 and 114 dB. The louder stimuli readily elicited responses in the orbicularis oculi (in all subjects), masseter, sternomastoid, trapezius, deltoid, and biceps (in most subjects) muscles, with a few subjects having responses in the forearm flexors and quadriceps. The TS subjects did not differ from controls in the onset latency, amplitude, and first peak latency of the reflex response in any of the muscles. Rates of habituation in the orbicularis oculi muscle were widely variable across the subjects, and the two groups did not differ overall in the habituation rates. Our study does not support the reports of an abnormal audiogenic startle reflex in TS.